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  The Concord Connection 

      Seeking God, Serving the Community, Supporting Each Other 

 

REGULAR WORSHIP 
TIMES: 

10:00 a.m. Worship in 
the Sanctuary 

Coffee fellowship in 
Oglesby-Close Hall. 

Sunday Worship 

Schedule 

Nursery & Sunday 
school 

 

Our Nursery is open. 

K-5
th
 grade Sunday 

school is open in room 8. 

CUMC Online 

Services 

Services are available 
on Facebook. We are 
now streaming the ser-
vice on You Tube Live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅτ!ǇǊƛƭ нτмл !a--/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 
  DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ DŜǘƘǎŜƳŀƴŜΣ aŀǧƘŜǿ нсΥмп-рс  

 όtŀƭƳ 9ƴǘǊȅύ-    aŀǧƘŜǿ нмΥм-ммύ 
 

              aŀǎƻƴƛŎ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜτо ta--{ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ 

  

 aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅτ!ǇǊƛƭ сτсΥмр ǘƻ тΥол ta   
  ! ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ h-/ Iŀƭƭ 

  WƻƘƴ мнΥнл-нсΣ WƻƘƴ моΥм-мтΣомō-ор 

  

 

  DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅτ!ǇǊƛƭ т--тΥлл ta  

  ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ 
 

 LƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜτ 

                                 bƻƻƴτ{ǘ .ƻƴŀǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 

 

   9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅτ!ǇǊƛƭ ф 
   сΥол !a ς{ǳƴǊƛǎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όсΥпмύ  

   ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 

                       тΥол ǘƻ фΥол /ƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛƴ hƎƭŜǎōȅ-/ƭƻǎŜ Iŀƭƭ 

                      млΥлл !aτ9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴǘŀǘŀ  
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Lenten Blessings, 

During this special season, my prayer is that we all get closer to God by 
seeking him through silence and in nature. While we concentrate  
on giving up things and practices that distract us from focusing on what is  
important, be mindful of what new things we can do to connect to the 
Divine and be the change that is needed in the world. 

Lent calls us to reflect the grace that we receive daily and challenges us  
to to sit with those things that cause us sorrow. 

As we prepare for the joy and excitement of Easter remember to also acknowledge where we are 
in this wilderness journey knowing that God is still with us 

"Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. The darkness deepens Lord, with me abide. When other 
helpers fail and comforts flee. Help of the helpless, oh abide with me". 

                                       - Henry Francis Lyte 

 

 

Superman! 

Who is faster than a speeding bullet? More powerful 
than a locomotive? Able to leap tall buildings in a 
single bound?  

Its a bird! Its a plane Its Pastor Lee! 

Disguised as an awesome Pastor, husband and fa-
ther, Rev. Sungho's remarkable healing from a very 
serious accident and surgery that caused him to 
have several bones replaced with titanium has 
turned him into Superman!  

Pastor Lee and Pastor Marie visited with each other 
not long ago. Pastor Lee is thankful for all of the 
prayers and Door Dash gift card from the Church. He 
and his wife are grateful that he is doing well.  

Praise God. There is power in prayer!  
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¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘ aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ 5ƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

 

If you are like me, with the newspapers, TV news and various aps on my phone I feel like I have a 

pretty good idea as to whatôs going on in our community.  But when I first heard about the huge 

problem of Human Trafficking in our county, I was shocked. In pursuit of informing others, in Janu-

ary 2022 the UWF invited Charlie (Chuck) Blazer who is a member of the county Human Trafficking 

Task Force to speak to us on Human Trafficking. Charlieôs presentation opened our eyes to the se-

riousness of Human Trafficking in Contra Costa County. He explained that one of the partnering 

agencies that they work closely with that provides help is Community Violence Solutions (CVS). We 

then invited Cynthia Peterson from CVS to come and tell us about the services they provide to vic-

tims of trafficking and domestic violence. When asked what could we do to help, Cynthia said that 

among their needs is clothing because when victims are rescued, they normally have nothing but 

the clothes on their backs.  The United Women in faith as well as members of our church and com-

munity rallied and donated several boxes of gently used clothing and Charlie Blazer delivered them. 

The story doesnôt end there.  

January 2023 was declared Human Trafficking Month. A member of the Contra Costa County Dis-

trict Attorneyôs office came to CUMC for a ñDay of Community Actionò.  Those interested in volun-

teering were trained, given a list of motels, gas stations & convenience stores, and the like, as well 

as a script as to what to say and posters for the merchants to display in their lobbies, windows, 

even their break rooms. Teams of 2 spent a couple of hours distributing the posters. The teams re-

ported being well received by the merchants they visited. And one of the best parts of this is that as 

you may have heard or read, Contra Costa District Attorneyôs Office and Task force conducted an 

operation dubbed Operation Reclaim and Rebuild and along with their partners conducted separate 

operations throughout the county and according to prosecutors arrested several individuals on sus-

picion of human trafficking and identified 30 victims. Charges included sex trafficking of a minor and 

pimping. Victims were offered services and given the opportunity to speak with a specialized human 

trafficking victim advocate with CVS. 

The women of UWF are especially proud of our efforts to help and to be a part of this achievement 

by getting informed and putting our faith, time and energy into action. We give all the glory to God 

because we can do nothing without him. 

If you have any questions or would like more information, give me or Sandy Blazer a call. 

Kathy Evans 
UWF Vice President 
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IŜƭǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōƛǘ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ōȅ  
ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƻ {I!w9ΗΗ 

aŀƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ L ŀƳ ŀǎƪŜŘ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ έ{ƘŀǊŜΚέ 

Share Food Pantry was formed in the late 1980ôs by The Coalition of Churches of Contra Costa County.  At 
that time, many churches had their own Food Pantryôs feeding the homeless and families in need. All the 
Pantries gave out vouchers for housing, BART and bus tickets, food cards. But, some people went to the 
different pantries collecting vouchers and selling them to support their habits. 
 

Recognizing some controls were needed, George Conlow of St. Agnes Church formed Share. The first lo-
cation was our own CUMC, but out grew it quickly.  Today, it is located at the First Christian Church at 3039 
Willow Pass Rd., Concord.  
 

Share operates strictly on donations. All staff are volunteer, some with over 20 years of service. 
Close to 99% of all donations go back to the community. We are the Emergency Food Pantry for The Con-
tra Costa/Solano Food Bank who we are partnered with.  We are a non-profit and are not tied to any reli-
gious organization even though the area churches are our biggest supporters. 
 

We serve close to 700 individuals a month. We support other area pantries with our excess that brings ap-
proximately 2000 individuals a month. Helping families and the homeless. Our motto is ñNo One goes away 
hungry!ò 
 

Thank you for your continued support. If you would like to volunteer once or twice a month, give me a call. 
Thank you, Ken Carpoff 

Gathering of Spiritual Leaders 

Pastor Marie along with other spiritual leaders experienced a wonderful retreat in Asilomar. Leaders along 
with interim Bishop Sally Dyck spent time in prayer, fellowship and discernment. 

It was wonderful to be able to gather in person and be renewed. Several workshops provided opportunities 
to consider new ways to be the church in our changing world and a special discussion with Bishop Sally 
Dyck was refreshing and encouraging. 

Pastor Marie was grateful to be able to visit the beautiful Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary where she spent 
time admiring one of her favorite things - butterflies! 
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{ƛƴƎ hǳǘ [ƻǳŘΗ 

{ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΣ ōƻƻǎǘǎ ƛƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ  

ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 
tƭǳǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊΣ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƭŀǎǝƴƎ 

ōƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΥ  

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ тΥллta ǘƻ уΥолta  

Sunday 9:30AM to 10:00AM 
 

Sunday Service: 10:00AM to 11:00AM 
 

Please talk with Sandra Schlink (the one waving 
her arms around in front) after the service or call 

her at (925) 408- 2181.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

¦²C D9b9w![ a99¢LbD 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ нрΣ нлно  

a99¢LbDΥ млΥллΤ twhDw!aΥ ммΥлл 
twhDw!a ϦDwh²LbD {995{έ  
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅΥ {ŀƴŘȅ .ƭŀȊŜǊ 

[¦b/IΥ .wh²b.!D ό.ǊƛƴƎύ ϧ {ƻǳǇ ¢ŀǎǝƴƎ ς 
5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

IŜƭǇ ǇŀŎƪ ǎƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ 
 

In Memory of Robert Roland Gustafson... 

On Thursday March 2nd, a family celebration of life was held for Bob Gustafson.at his home. His loving and devoted wife 
Penny, daughters Martha & Robyn and sister-in-law Jane shared funny and memorable stories and a delightful children's 
book written by Bob for his grandchildren. The moral of the story that as in print is - "always let someone know where you 
are." 

Today we praise God for the assurance that Bob is in heaven with all the saints. 

Pastor Marie shared words of comfort and prayers as the family thanked God for Bob and a life well lived. 

Please continue to keep Penny and the family in your prayers during this difficult time.  

Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted" Matthew 5:4 

          

 

 


